
 

Netflix Series: 13 Reasons Why Discussion Guide 
 
EPISODE THIRTEEN: Tape Seven, Side A 
 
***WARNING: Netflix begins this episode with the following: 
The following episode contains scenes that some viewers may find disturbing, and/or may not 
be suitable for younger audiences, including graphic depictions of violence and suicide. Viewer 
discretion is advised. If you or anyone you know need help finding support and crisis resources, 
go to 13reasonswhy.info for more information. 
 
A note to parents and leaders: 
The authors of this discussion guide have decided to not shy away from using the same 
language in the episode. There are some very poignant quotes and dialogue in this series that 
could help create conversation, despite the actual words used. Since it’s assumed youth have 
already watched this episode and have already encountered the foul language spoken, we have 
decided to be true to the language in the guides. It might be shocking to see a curse word 
spelled out, but we believe in creating real conversation that gets to the heart of the show. We 
feel that avoiding the vulgarity may limit our credibility and relevance. We also don’t believe in 
“majoring in the minors.” However, if this is something important to you, please feel free to 
discuss it with your youth as a talking point. 
 
Invocation  
Holy Spirit, Lord and Giver of Life, be with us now. You are with us in good times and in bad 
times. You celebrate our victories, and you hurt when we despair. Thank you for your steadfast 
presence, despite whatever circumstance in which we may find ourselves. Guide our 
conversation, open our minds, protect our hearts, and grant us your peace. In Jesus’s name we 
pray, Amen. 
 
Background 
On tape, Hannah says she’s giving life one more shot. She obtains an old tape recorder from 
Tony. In summary, Hannah says her heart was broken, then her reputation was destroyed, then 
her spirit was broken, and finally, her soul. But she felt a shift and decided to try and get help. 
Originally, Hannah had twelve reasons, but decided to seek help from Mr. Porter.  
 
Student depositions have begun. Clay has Bryce’s confession on tape. Tony and Clay argue 
about the best way to proceed, but Clay is adamant—they have to turn over the tapes. Tony 
worries they’ll get in trouble, but Clay is convinced it’s the only way forward.  
 
Clay and Jessica meet. Clay tries to convince Jessica to use the tapes to blow the whistle on 
Bryce. Clay says he’ll support Jessica with whatever she decides. Meanwhile, Justin is 
homeless, and tries to convince Jessica that he’ll do anything she wants him to do—even kill 
Bryce. She tells Justin she never wants to see him again.  
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Clay confronts Mr. Porter about the day Hannah came to visit him—also the day she killed 
herself. He shares the tapes with Mr. Porter and charges him with doing what he thinks is the 
best thing to do after he listens to them all (including Bryce’s confession). On his way out from 
Mr. Porter’s office, he approaches Skye and asks her if she wants to hang out. 
 
The Bakers have been talking about putting their home on the market. They have the same 
financial woes they had before Hannah died. And now it’s only compounded with the justice 
they are seeking for Hannah. Tony comes in and admits to thinking he was doing the right thing. 
He hands them a thumb drive with the 14 audio files on them. He encourages them to listen to 
them in order.  
 
During his own deposition, Tyler alerts the lawyers of the tape’s existence. Laney learns that her 
son has had them last. Jessica lies about the tapes during her deposition. Justin never showed 
for his. And while meeting with Bryce over a two bottles of vodka, Justin tells Bryce about the 
tapes. He learns that not only does Hannah talk about Bryce and her, Hannah also talked about 
Bryce and Jessica. He wonders who has the tapes now, but isn’t worries that people will believe 
a “dead girl.” And despite Jessica’s unwillingness to speak about things during her deposition, 
she breaks down and tells her dad that something happened to her and that she needs to tell 
him. 
 
As Mr. Porter tries listening to his tape, Mr. Boland comes in to alert Mr. Porter that Alex 
Standall shot himself in the head the night before and is in the hospital in critical condition. The 
Bakers hold tightly to one another as they begin listening to the tapes. And now we wait for 
season two where we will 
 
 
What Did You Notice? 

● What jumped out at you in this episode? 
● What did you connect with during the episode? 
● What were your initial thoughts/feelings about this episode? 

 
Did You Catch It? 

● Courtney is 18 
● Justin admitted to thinking about killing himself by jumping off the crane 
● Tyler has a stash of guns and ammunition in his trunk. 
● Zach checking his phone for a text from Alex asking Zach to call him 
● Justin walking away from Bryce after saying that Bryce won’t be seeing him around 

 
Talking Points 

● Do you think it was good for Hannah to try and get help from her guidance counselor? 
Explain. If you were giving Hannah advice about getting help, what advice would you 
give her? Why? 
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● In what ways is Clay a better friend to Jessica than anyone else?  
● If you were in Clay’s shoes, would you have given Jessica the option of burning the 

tapes? Explain your answer. 
● In what ways did Mr. Porter fail Hannah? 
● In what ways is it unfair to blame Mr. Porter for Hannah’s ultimate decision? 
● Analyze the following quote: “They didn’t kill Hannah. Depression killed Hannah.” 
● Mr. Porter claims there is no way of knowing what caused Hannah to kill herself. Do you 

agree? Why or why not? 
 
Quotable Quotes 
Discuss the following. What things are important about these statements? 
 

● Hannah on tape: “This time I was asking for help because I know I can’t do it alone.” 
● Clay to Tony: “I think it’s time we stop thinking about what Hannah wanted and start 

thinking about what she needs.” 
● Clay to Hannah: “I feel like as a society, our priorities are all out of whack.” 
● Clay to Mr. Porter: “She [Hannah] pushed me away; I was thinking about how hurt I was, 

and I didn’t even, for a minute, stop to think that she was hurting, too.” 
● “It has to get better—the way we treat each other and look out for each other...it has to 

get better somehow.” 
 
Invitation/Response/Orthopraxy (Living in the tension of what we know and what we do) 

● How do you respond to grief? What is your instinctive response? 
● How can we respond to the grief we see in other? 
● How do we find the balance of caring for ourselves while trying to support others? 

 
Biblical Intersections  
Read the following Bible passages. Put into your own words what they might mean for us today. 
Discuss. 

● Galatians 5:22-23, 25 
 
The More You Know (Education/Resources) 

● Sexual Aggression in Adolescents 
● Sex Before Kissing 
● Rape Culture  

 
Extra Reflection If Time Allows 
 

● What are the overarching lessons in the 13 Reasons Why narrative? 
● What are your thoughts on sexaul assault now that you’ve seen this series? 
● What are some ways that we, as a society, can address the themes explored in this 

series? 
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Benediction 
 
Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they may have strength to meet 
the days ahead in the comfort of a reasonable and holy hope, in the joyful expectation 
of eternal life with those they love. Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot 
understand, to believe and trust in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and 
the resurrection to life everlasting. 
 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
Kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 
Blessed are they which hunger and thirst 
after righteousness: for they shall be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful: for they shall 
obtain mercy. 
 
Amen 

http://conversationsonthefringe.com 
Written by: Melissa Rau and Chris Schaffner 

For more information, contact us at cschaffner@fringeconversations.com 

http://conversationsonthefringe.com/

