
 

Netflix Series: 13 Reasons Why Discussion Guide  
 
EPISODE TWO: Tape One, Side B 
 
Invocation (inviting Spirit to illuminate) 
Come, Holy Spirit, and be among us as we continue to grapple with some of the difficult themes 
and issues in Netflix’s Thirteen Reasons Why. Guide us in our discussion, and reveal to us the 
truths you’d have us learn so we might build up your kingdom rather than tear it down. In 
Jesus’s precious name we pray, Amen. 
 
Background  
In this episode, Clay continues listening to Hannah’s tapes, trying to make sense of it all. Clay’s 
mom decides to start having family breakfast since family dinners have been difficult to 
coordinate. Even at this early stage in the game, Clay’s parents know he’s keeping secrets from 
them.  
 
Hannah says a couple of times throughout the episode, “Friendship—It’s complicated.” Clay 
heads off to school and wants to connect with Justin to ask him questions. Then we learn 
Jessica Davis is the topic of this side of the tape. She appears strung out and has been worried 
about Justin (her current boyfriend) who hasn’t been at school or basketball practice. 
 
Throughout the episode, Hannah summarizes her relationship with Jessica. Both being new to 
the school, Miss Antilly, the guidance counselor, tries contriving a friendship between Jessica 
and Hannah so they each have an ally. Despite their skepticism, it works. They have their 
typical hang out place at Monet’s, the local cafe. During a get together over hot chocolate, they 
notice a boy (Alex Standall) peering at them. They confront him and discover that he, too, is 
new to the school. They quickly become a trio of “best friends.” 
 
Jessica and Alex were there to support Hannah after Justin’s shenanigans after their 
playground date. Their new friendship pact became “FML Forever.” Alex stopped coming to 
Monet’s. Then Jessica did, too. They had found their own friend niches, excluding Hannah. 
Hannah sees Jessica and Alex together at lunch, holding hands and flirting. They eventually 
show up at the movies on a night when Hannah wasn’t supposed to be working, giving the 
viewer (and Hannah) the perspective that Jessica and Alex were trying to keep their relationship 
a secret from Hannah.  
 
Then, out of the blue, Jessica corners Hannah and tells her to meet her at Monet’s. Jessica 
says some pretty mean things to Hannah, accusing her of being jealous of her and Alex’s 
relationship. We come to learn that Alex broke up with Jessica, and Jessica is blaming Hannah. 
She whips out “the list.” It’s a “best of/worst of” list. Hannah is listed in the “best ass” category. 
Jessica is opposite Hannah in the worst category. Hannah, of course, is confused. They get into 
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a heated discussion that ends up with Jessica calling Hannah a slut and slapping Hannah 
across the face.  
 
Meanwhile, Clay is still trying to make sense of things. More and more of the kids who have 
already listened to the tapes are worried about how Clay is going to respond to the tapes and if 
he will blow the whistle on anything. Hannah’s parents are trying to piece things together, 
looking for clues and they come across “the list.” We discover from Hannah’s parents that 
Hannah was being bullied and receiving mean texts and Facebook messages from mean 
spirited peers—something we never see in the episodes.  
 
What Did You Notice? 

● What jumped out at you in this episode? 
● What did you connect with during the episode? 
● What were your initial thoughts/feelings about this episode? 

 
Did You Catch It?  

● Clay asking Sheri in the hall if she was friends with Hannah—Sheri responds with, 
“Friendship is complicated, but we were.” 

● Bryce Walker being awarded the Captain’s Award and described as being, “Inspiration to 
his entire team, a friend to all, a tough mother-bleep, and a true born leader.” 

● Jessica’s question to Justin, “If Hannah was lying, then why are you here?”  
● Mr. Porter’s and Mrs. Bradley’s conversation in the faculty break room 

 
Talking Points 

● Hannah says, “Friendship—It’s complicated.” To what is Hannah referring? 
● Why do you think Jessica told Clay to not believe everything he heard on the tapes?  
● Hannah isn’t the only new kid. Both Jessica and Alex are new to Liberty High. In what 

ways are they similar and in what ways are they different? 
● Hannah considers Jessica and Alex her best friends. When Alex shares that his dad is a 

cop, the girls are surprised. So what is a best friend, really?  
● Why do you think Hannah was so hurt after seeing Jessica and Alex together?  
● When Hannah asks Clay if he thinks she could ever be as pretty as Jessica, Clay 

doesn’t give her the answer she was looking for. Why do you think Hannah was 
comparing herself to Jessica in the first place?  

● In what way(s) is Hannah justified in her grievances against Jessica? 
● In what way(s) is Hannah being unfair toward those in the tapes thus far, especially Clay, 

Jessica, and Alex? 
● We don’t learn why Alex breaks up with Jessica. Why is Hannah so confused when 

Jessica confronts her? 
● Mr. Baker says to Mrs. Baker regarding the list, “It’s nothing. If anything, it’s a 

compliment.” How was Mr. Baker completely missing the point?  
● How is “the list” a form of bullying? 
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● In what ways are Bryce, Marcus, and Zach being bad friends to Justin? In what ways 
could they be better friends to one another? 

● In what way(s) is Jessica in denial in this episode? 
 
Quotable Quotes  
Discuss the following. What things are important about these statements? 

● Hannah to Jessica, “You can’t know rumors. You can hear them, but you can’t know 
them.” 

● Tony to Clay, “Clay, You’re the slowest yet. What is taking you so long?” 
● Jessica to Clay, “Hannah’s a user and a liar. You can’t believe anything she says, not a 

thing.” 
● Hannah on tape, “That’s just how it is in high school: boys talk, girls listen, and 

everything gets messed up.” 
 
Invitation/Response/Orthopraxy (Living in the tension of what we know and what we do) 

● How is friendship complicated in your own life? Does it have to be? Why or why not? 
● In what ways have you experienced the rumor mill? Have you intentionally or 

unintentionally started a rumor?  
● How have you compared yourself to someone else? Why is comparing yourself to 

someone else a futile exercise? 
● Is friendship always easy? Why or why not? 
● When you hear the phrase, “That girl,” what comes to mind? 
● What common labels do kids put on other kids? 
● In what ways can you better show grace and compassion toward those with labels on 

them? 
 
Biblical Intersections  
Read the following Bible passages. Put into your own words what they might mean for us today. 
Discuss. 
 

● Colossians 3:12-15 
● 1 Corinthians 12:20-27 

 
The More You Know  

● https://researchnews.osu.edu/archive/suicfrnd.htm 
● The Importance of Harmonious Peer Relationships 

 
Extra Reflection If Time Allows 
Consider all the friendships you have. Are some of them as strong as others? Remember, 
friendship is a two way street. Grab a piece of paper and write out a friend job description. What 
are the expectations you have in your friends? What should friends be, what should they not 
be? After compiling your list of expectations, consider what you’ve wrote and how you’ve been 
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able to live into your own expectations toward others. Have you been a good friend? In what 
ways might you be a better friend moving forward? 
 
 
Benediction 
Gracious God, thank you for your steadfast love. Sometimes it’s easy for us to forget that you 
love us so much, you paid the ultimate sacrifice for us. Help us remember that we are not alone, 
that we are all your children, and that our job is to show everyone with whom we meet that they 
matter. Give us a greater capacity to support our friends in a way that honors them and honors 
you. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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