
 

Netflix Series: 13 Reasons Why Discussion Guide 
 
EPISODE TWELVE: Tape Six, Side B 
 
***WARNING: Netflix begins this episode with the following: 
The following episode contains scenes that some viewers may find disturbing, and/or may not 
be suitable for younger audiences, including graphic depictions of rape and sexual assault. 
Viewer discretion is advised. If you or anyone you know need help finding support and crisis 
resources, go to 13reasonswhy.info for more information. 
 
A note to parents and leaders: 
The authors of this discussion guide have decided to not shy away from using the same 
language in the episode. There are some very poignant quotes and dialog in this series that 
could help create conversation, despite the actual words used. Since it’s assumed youth have 
already watched this episode and have already encountered the foul language spoken, we have 
decided to be true to the language in the guides. It might be shocking to see a curse word 
spelled out, but we believe in creating real conversation that gets to the heart of the show. We 
feel that avoiding the foul language may limit our credibility and relevance. We also don’t believe 
in “majoring in the minors.” However, if this is something important to you, please feel free to 
discuss it with your youth as a talking point. 
 
Invocation 
Holy Spirit, we are so grateful for you and the ways you move in and through us. We know this 
world is a broken place and that we are broken people. Be among us now as we consider the 
gifts you have given us for the sole purpose of loving you and loving others. Give us the 
courage to consider ways we may restore our own hearts and minds to be more in line with how 
you’d have us be in the world that so desperately needs your love and light. In Jesus’s name we 
pray, Amen.  
 
Background 
This episode is a difficult one to watch. At the very beginning, we see and hear flashes of what 
we will learn to be Hannah’s own rape. 
 
The subpoenas have started to be delivered to students. Clay is being cryptic with his parents 
about his relationship with Hannah and asks his mom vague questions about what the 
ramifications of different ways he (or someone else) might be in trouble for Hannah. 
 
Over the last few episodes and even more so in this episode, Bryce is demonstrating 
behaviours consistent with sociopathy or antisocial personality disorder. He has never 
apologized for anything. He seems clueless about what may’ve set Justin off the night before, 
indicating that he doesn’t even know he did anything wrong by raping Jessica. In other words, 
he’s demonstrating a complete lack of empathy.  
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Justin tries explaining to Jessica why he wasn’t able to protect her. Apologetically, he explains 
Bryce was there for him when things at home were especially awful. His family would even buy 
him things for school and bailed his mom out of jail. 
 
Hannah overhears her parents arguing again about money and the pharmacy. They are facing 
eviction for lack of payment. Hannah offers to make the deposit. One her way, she place the 
deposit bag on the roof of the car, gets distracted, then gets in and pulls away. The deposit bag 
is gone. Hannah tells her parents. They react as well as anyone would expect, and maybe even 
a little better than one might expect. Hannah admits to starting to feel like people would be 
better off if she weren’t around. Later that night, Hannah goes for a walk and winds up at 
Bryce’s party...and into the hot tub, where Bryce eventually raped her.  
 
We see Clay at Bryce’s on the pretense that he wants to buy weed. He accuses Bryce to his 
face about raping Hannah. He punched Bryce, who in turn beat the living daylights out of Clay. 
But Clay got Bryce to finally admit he raped Hannah...and he got it on tape.  
 
The episode ends with a bit of cliffhanger. A seventeen yr old, with a gunshot wound to the head 
is being taken to the hospital in an ambulance.  
 
What Did You Notice? 

● What jumped out at you in this episode? 
● What did you connect with during the episode? 
● What were your initial thoughts/feelings about this episode? 

 
Did You Catch It? 

● Bryce telling Justin’s voicemail that he doesn’t know what has set Justin off and wants to 
talk and make things right 

● Tyler just wanting to be a part of something 
● Sheri confessing to her crime over 911 
● Tony swapping out a walkman for the one Clay has been using 
● Mr. Porter telling Sheri that if she hears anything to come “tell us first” 
● Tyler buying a handgun 
● Bryce’s parents are gone for another week 

 
Talking Points 

● Justin is freaked things are going to “come out.” What do you think Alex is thinking and 
why might he feel glad that things are going to come out?  

● Marcus and Courtney are still in survival mode, wondering how they could’ve been 
named. They are still  

● Justin tries apologizing to Jessica, but she doesn’t want to hear it. Explain what you think 
Justin’s feelings are in comparison to Jessica’s feelings.  
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● Why don’t you think Clay wants to pass the tapes onto Bryce?  
● Why do you think Courtney is still being so adamant about Hannah being a liar? 
● By protecting themselves, the majority of the “gang” are also protecting Bryce. What are 

the major flaws in their thinking? 
● While the group is talking about what to do, debating whether or not to narc on Bryce, 

they all start talking about not really caring for anyone but themselves. What type of 
friend are any of them to the other? 

● Alex tell Marcus that he’d do anything to keep up his perfect reputation. In what ways are 
you guilty of that? Do you know others who care more about their reputation than the 
truth? Explain. 

● Alex speculates that if any one of them would’ve still been friends with Hannah that 
she’d still be alive today. Do you agree or disagree? Why? 

● Tyler is the outcast of the group. Courtney even challenges Tyler to tell the truth and that 
people will laugh at him like they always do. What are some other examples of Tyler 
being bullied over the course of the first 12 episodes? Do you think Tyler deserves to be 
treated the way the group has been treating him? Why or why not? 

● Tony tells Brad that he wanted to honor Hannah by keeping her secrets. What do you 
think would’ve honored Hannah more? Keeping the secrets or sharing them with adults? 
Explain your reasoning. 

● Justin’s mother is a drug addict, and her boyfriend is a dealer. What sort of things can 
Justin do to get help?  

● What are some things you could do if you know one of your friends is being severely 
neglected or mistreated by is or her own parents? What would be an appropriate thing to 
do first? 

● What should’ve been the very first thing Hannah did when she got home from Bryce’s? 
Why? 

 
Quotable Quotes 
Discuss the following. What things are important about these statements? 

● Jessica to Justin: “Are you seriously trying to make excuses for what you did?” 
● Clay to Hannah: “Well, there’s no replacement for Hannah Baker.” 
● Zach to Alex, “Come on, Alex. Just ‘cause Hannah fucked up her life, doesn’t mean she 

has to fuck up ours, too.” 
● Alex to the group: “I’m a fucking week, pathetic loser, who ruined the one good thing that 

I ever had because I wanted a fucking rapist to think I was just like him.” 
● Mrs. Baker to Tony: “Hannah’s secrets are what killed her, and they do not get to stay 

that way.” 
● Hannah on tape: “Life is unpredictable and control is just an illusion.” 

 
Invitation/Response/Orthopraxy (Living in the tension of what we know and what we do) 
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● Have you ever tried apologizing to someone who wasn’t willing to listen? In your own 
words, describe how forgiveness works. How do apologies work? Who are apologies 
for? 

● In what ways can keeping secrets hurt? In what ways can sharing secrets hurt? When 
do you think it’s appropriate to reveal a secret? Explain your reasoning. 

● If you or someone you know has thoughts of killing him or herself, what are the steps 
you or (s)he can and should take to get help?  

 
Biblical Intersections  
Read the following Bible passages. Put into your own words what they might mean for us today. 
Discuss. 

● Psalm 34:17-19 
● 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 

 
The More You Know (Education/Resources) 

● What to Do If You or Someone You Know Has Been Raped 
● Suicide and Crisis Lines and Other Resources 

 
Benediction 
Heavenly Lord, grant us strength and courage to stand up against those who might tear others 
down. Give us peace and comfort when someone undermines our trust or harms us in any way. 
We thank you, God, for the example you’ve given us in in Jesus. When times are hard, remind 
us to turn to you, for you have promised that you are always there. In Jesus’s name we pray, 
Amen.  
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