
 

Netflix Series: 13 Reasons Why Discussion Guide 
 
EPISODE ELEVEN: Tape Six, Side A 
 
***WARNING: Though Netflix does not have a trigger warning at the beginning of this 
episode, there are still a number of possible triggers of which viewers should be aware 
such as scenes depicting self harm, scars from cutting, and talk of suicide. 
 
Invocation 
Holy Spirit, fill us with your light, your love, and the inspiration to do your will in this world. Be 
with us now as we discern how our own actions can impact someone else in a number of 
different ways. Help us understand that none of us are perfect, and we are bound to make 
mistakes. Remind us that you are with us, not just despite our flaws, but because of them. In 
your holy name we pray, Amen.  
 
Background 
We learned at the end of the last episode that the next tape is Clay’s tape. Hannah begins 
talking about the two worst decisions she ever made. But she says there is another story to tell 
and another bad decision she made that night. We watch Clay with Tony, having a tough time 
as he gears up to listen to his own tape.  
 
Viewers are catapulted into the party through Clay’s recollections of that night. On tape, we hear 
Hannah speculating that Clay regretted the party, too. At the party, Clay has a conversation with 
Alex about Alex’s master plan to win Jessica’s love back. Clay sees Hannah walk in and gets 
panicky. As Clay heads out to leave the party, Jeff steps in and convinces him to stay and talk 
to Hannah.  
 
We learn the Bakers will not settle and are continuing to bring suit against the school. Principal 
Boland and Mr Porter are trying to figure out what the Baker’s could “have”on the school. 
Subpoenas are  being issued for all the students close to Hannah and the staff and 
administration of Liberty High. Mrs. Bradley confesses to Mr. Porter about the note that was 
read aloud at the end of last school year. She tells Mr. Bradley that Clay informed her it was 
Hannah who wrote it. Mr. Porter tells her to keep those sort of things to herself if she can.  
 
Meanwhile, Justin, after another argument with his mom and her loser boyfriend, packs a bag 
and is trying to find someone with whom he can stay. He texts Jessica, but she’s too busy 
hanging out with Bryce to respond. She’s playing fire, and some might get the sense that she’s 
doing it to get burned. Justin, after being ignored by both Jessica and Zach, makes his way to 
Alex’s, who reluctantly invites Justin to crash at his place. While there, Jessica finally calls 
Justin, and Justin learns she’s at Bryce’s. 
 

http://conversationsonthefringe.com 
Written by: Melissa Rau and Chris Schaffner 

For more information, contact us at cschaffner@fringeconversations.com 

http://conversationsonthefringe.com/


 

Clay is struggling to listen to his tape and is embarrassed when he realizes every single person 
up until now has listened to Hannah recall her experience with Clay at the party. Clay and Tony 
take a break to eat at Monet’s. There, Clay gets into it with Skye who was expressing her 
opinions about Clay and the “nice girls” like Sheri and Hannah (clearly indicating she was 
jealous). Clay and Skye argue, and he grabs Skye’s arm, revealing a number of scars from her 
cutting. 
 
Tony and Clay park on the top of a lookout mountain. Tony insists to remain with Clay as he 
listens to the rest of the tape. We are catapulted back to where the party left off. Hannah and 
Clay make their way into Jess’s room, and they finally kiss. It gets pretty heavy, but then 
Hannah panics (by going into her head about all the ways other guys have treated her poorly), 
and she breaks things up. All Clay cares about is Hannah’s well-being, but she is embarrassed 
and yells at him. She’s quite rude, but it’s coming from an unhealthy place. Both she and Clay 
feel badly about the whole thing. She tells him to go. But not long after is when Jessica and 
Justin bust into the room, forcing her to hide and witness Bryce rape Jessica. 
 
Finally, everything comes to a head at Bryce’s when Justin rips Jessica off of Bryce’s lap. Out 
by the pool, Jess is almost daring Justin to name why she shouldn’t be at Bryce,’s, and Justin 
finally reveals to her and everyone there that Bryce, indeed, raped her. Justin attacks Bryce 
after Bryce tries settling him down. After being broken apart, Jessica punches Justin in the face 
and says she hates him. 
 
Olivia has discovered Hannah’s box of blank tapes and diagrammed list of names. Laney 
informs Clay that things are going to trial and that he will be interviewed. He promises to tell his 
mom everything, just not yet.  
 
What Did You Notice? 

● What jumped out at you in this episode? 
● What did you connect with during the episode? 
● What were your initial thoughts/feelings about this episode? 

 
Did You Catch It? 

● Justin had to ask his mom if they were going to eat dinner 
● Zach’s mom telling Zach that he should be captain of the basketball team since he’s the 

“best” player on the team 
● Zach ignoring Justin’s texts and pleas for help; one of them even saying “Need You” 
● Justin scarfing down the steak in Alex’s kitchen 

 
Talking Points 

● Jeff convinced Clay to stay at the party and talk to Hannah. Was Jeff being a good friend 
to Clay? Why or why not? 
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● Hannah’s perception was that Clay was calm, cool, and collected at the party around 
Hannah. Clay admits to Tony how nervous he was. How are our perceptions often 
wrong? 

● Clay says to Tony, “She’s not telling the truth about the way things happened.” Tony 
responds, “She’s telling her truth.” Look up the words “objective” and “subjective.” In your 
opinion, is truth an objective or subjective term? Why? And how can Hannah’s truth and 
Clay’s truth be different? 

● Justin was in trouble and needed a place to go. Why do you think Zach ignored Justin’s 
pleas for help? 

● Both Clay and Skye accuse one another of changing. What sort of things can change a 
person once they get to high school? What causes those changes? Why? 

● Clay, complaining to Tony about Skye, says Skye didn’t know what was going on in 
Hannah’s life. Tony responds, “You don’t know what’s going on in hers.” Why do many 
students make the mistake of assuming they know exactly what’s going on in others’ 
lives? What is bad about that? 

● Clay and Hannah talked about Jessica being popular, but still being nice “before.” What 
does being popular have to do with being nice or not being nice? How can being popular 
make it more difficult to be nice? Why? 

● Hannah tells Clay on tape that she would’ve ruined him. Do you think Hannah would 
have actually ruined Clay? Explain. Do you think other people have the power to ruin 
other people? Why or why not?  

● Why do you think Clay blames himself for Hannah’s decision to take her own life? Is he 
justified in his reasoning? Why or why not? 

● When Clay was imagining how his and Hannah’s conversation could’ve gone, Hannah 
mentioned being the “school slut.” What did Hannah do or not do to earn that title? 

● Hannah was slut-shamed for things she didn’t even do. But what if she had done them? 
Would the slut shaming then be ok? Why or why not?  

● Clay regrets not telling Hannah that we was in love with her when she was living. Think 
of a time you haven’t said something when you could’ve or should’ve. How’d it make you 
feel? 

● Tony was really there for Clay as an emotional support when he needed it most. He 
anticipated that Clay would respond the way he did. How is Tony a good example of 
being a good friend? 

● Bryce is a predator. How do you think it felt to Jessica after getting a text from Bryce 
asking her how she was doing? Why? 

● By now, we’ve seen Hannah indicate her interaction with her mom and dad. Though it 
wasn’t perfect, she had a pretty stable family life.  Though Hannah may have had 
situational depression after moving to her new school, chances are she was clinically 
depressed. What do you know about mental illness? What do you wish you knew more 
about? What are some things you can do to learn more about mental health issues in 
teens? 
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Quotable Quotes 
Discuss the following. What things are important about these statements? 

● Hannah on tape: “I’ve always admired you. You are who you are, and you don’t care. 
And I always cared what other people thought of me...as much as I acted like I didn’t.” 

● Skye to Clay: “What [Hannah] did was stupid...I know she didn’t go through anything 
different than any of us. We all get through it.” 

● Hannah on tape: “You’re good, and kind, and decent, and I didn’t deserve to be with 
someone like you.” 

 
Invitation/Response/Orthopraxy (Living in the tension of what we know and what we do) 

● In what ways do you think some people think having a boyfriend or girlfriend helps define 
who they are in school? What are your personal views about that? 

● Why are we inclined to take embarrassing things about someone and make them feel 
even more embarrassed?  

● In what ways have you encountered slut shaming?  
● In what ways have you participated in slut shaming and what sort of things can you do 

instead of participating in shaming anyone for anything? 
● What are some signs that someone might be dealing with mental illness?  
● Why do you think so many people avoid talking about mental illness, rape, and/ or 

suicide?  
● What are some things we can do to help create more awareness about mental illness in 

high school?  
● What is self-injury or cutting a possible sign of? In what ways can you get help for friends 

who are cutting? 
● When you know someone who is harming himself or herself (or others), you need to say 

something. Who are the people you trust who you could say something to? 
 
Biblical Intersections  
Read the following Bible passages. Put into your own words what they might mean for us today. 
Discuss. 

● Ephesians 4:29 
● 2 Corinthians 7:9-11 

 
The More You Know (Education/Resources) 

● Slut Shaming in School 
● Stage of Life Stats for High School 
● Mental Health: Depression in Teens 
● Teen Cutting and Self-Injury 

 
Extra Reflection If Time Allows 

● Make a list of all the rules your own school has for boys and girls and the expectations 
set forth for dress and behavior. Is any of it a form of slut shaming? What sort of things 
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can you do or will you do to create awareness about how our own systems in society 
might need an education around how they are unintentionally (or maybe intentionally) 
perpetuating slut shaming? 

 
Benediction 
Gracious God, you know us better than we know ourselves. You know our dreams and you 
know our fears. FIll us with your light, love, and inspiration so we can cast our fears aside and 
align our dreams in a way that would build up your heavenly realm. May we come to know you 
through those we meet, and may others come to know you through us. In the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

http://conversationsonthefringe.com 
Written by: Melissa Rau and Chris Schaffner 

For more information, contact us at cschaffner@fringeconversations.com 

http://conversationsonthefringe.com/

