
 

Netflix Series: 13 Reasons Why Discussion Guide 
 
EPISODE TEN: Tape Five, Side B 
 
Invocation  
Holy Spirit, we call upon you now to be with us as we wrestle with some difficult themes. Guilt, 
truth-telling, confession, repentance, crime, punishment, etc., are all difficult to contemplate, 
especially in a way that isn’t judgemental. Give us wisdom to discern how we might respond to 
what we’ve watched. Help us learn so if and when we are faced with similar challenges, we may 
act in healthy and appropriate ways. In Jesus’s name we pray, Amen.  
 
Background 
This episode begins with a shot of an ambulance at the scene of a pretty bad car accident. A 
stop sign is laying on the ground. An older gentleman is on a stretcher, being wheeled into the 
ambulance. Clay is at the scene of the crime and is giving a statement to a police officer.  
 
On last episode’s tape, Hannah reveals that three major things happened at Jessica’s party, 
and she’d tell each story separately. We flash back to Jessica’s party. Clay leaves the party, but 
is stopped by Jeff, who tells Clay he thinks he and Hannah have a lot going for them. Clay is 
doubtful, and we see some of his flashbacks. He and Hannah definitely hooked up at the party, 
but something happened, but we don’t know what yet. Jeff invites Clay to go with him for a beer 
run. We learn he had two beers two hours ago, but Clay chooses to walk home.  
 
Hannah, stuck at the party because she’s in no shape to drive, is rescued by Sheri who offers to 
take her home. We learn this tape is Sheri’s tape. On their way home, Hannah tries telling Sheri 
about the rape, but she chickens out. Hannah’s afraid of what her parents will do since she’s 
drunk, so Sheri invites her to spend the night at her place. Hannah’s phone’s dead, and in an 
attempt to get her own cell phone out of her bag while driving, Sheri loses control of her car and 
plows down a stop sign. Hannah insists on getting Sheri to call the cops and report it, but Sheri 
doesn’t want to get in trouble. Sheri ends up leaving the scene, and Hannah walks to a 
convenient store to call 911. However, by the time she makes the call, someone else has 
already called. Clay, who was contemplating his life at the playground, hears the crash in the 
distance, runs to the scene, and is the other person who ultimately called 911 before Hannah. 
But not because of the stop sign, but because of a deadly crash. One of the victims? His good 
friend Jeff who was dead on the scene. 
 
The Bakers have learned the school may be offering a settlement, but Olivia doesn’t want to 
settle. They are spending a lot of money on attorney fees, and could be facing bankruptcy. Andy 
wants to consider their options, but Olivia wants the school to admit their wrongdoing and 
change so others won’t fall victim to what Hannah had to go through. We later discover that the 
school district wants the Bakers to sign an NDA—a non-disclosure agreement. In other words, 
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the school district would admit no wrongdoing for exchange of a cash settlement. That’s 
unacceptable to the Bakers. 
 
Meanwhile, Marcus, Alex, Courtney, Zach, and Ryan are still worried about what Clay will do. 
Even though they got him suspended, the tapes are still out there. Ryan shared with the group 
that Tony won’t give over his tapes and that he’s actually hidden them somewhere. Courtney is 
still trying to undermine Hannah’s tapes in fear of her truth getting out. Ryan and Alex want to 
know why they are protecting Bryce, a rapist.  
 
Clay talks with Sheri, trying to convince her to confess. Apparently, the accident was ruled as 
Jeff’s fault since he had alcohol in his system. But Clay knows Jeff wasn’t drunk—that Jeff 
hadn’t knocked the stop sign down and cause the accident, but the stop sign was already 
knocked down, and that’s what caused the accident. She convinces him to meet her an an 
address after school, which ends up being the surviving victim of the car accident. Sheri has 
been coming by to help them with chores, taking their dog for walks, and spending time with 
them. Then we see Clay visiting Jeff’s parents. Clay gives them a gift and explains that Jeff 
wasn’t drunk and let them know that the stop sign had already been down. 
 
In a flashback, Clay remembers the day the school announces Jeff’s death. Hannah 
approaches him and wants to tell him about what happened. But Clay assumes Hannah is just 
being dramatic and making it about her. He ends up walking away from her. Hannah 
approaches Sheri who tells her to stay quiet and says that they should stay away from each 
other.  
 
What Did You Notice? 

● What jumped out at you in this episode? 
● What did you connect with during the episode? 
● What were your initial thoughts/feelings about this episode? 

 
Did You Catch It? 

● Jessica telling Justin he’s the best boyfriend ever, and Justin replying, “I’m so not.” 
● Justin sitting in the corner of the family room at Jessica’s house, feeling bad for himself 

and probably Jessica 
● Jeff couldn’t leave the party because Sheri was blocking him in (so she had to leave 

before he could) 
● The difference in Hannah’s appearance (hair and clothes) her junior year compared to 

her sophomore year 
 
Talking Points 

● Hannah and most others have made bad decisions in life. What are some bad decisions 
you’ve made? 
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● What do you think might’ve happened if Hannah called her parents to bring her home 
from the party? 

● Hannah said she wanted to leave the party but didn’t know where to go or how to get 
there. Where do you think she could have gone? How could she have gotten there? 

● If Sheri had known what would happen to Jeff, do you think she would’ve had called 911 
sooner? Why or why not?  Do you think Sheri knew what could’ve happened? Why or 
why not? 

● What reasons do you think Marcus and Zach have for protecting Bryce?  
● Ryan compares Bryce’s wrongs to Ryan’s poem. Is comparing sins of one to the sins of 

another relevant? Why or why not? 
● Sheri warns Hannah to keep her mouth shut and says that if she speaks about it to 

anyone, they’ll both pay the price. What price do you think they’d pay? How would the 
price be different than what it would’ve been if they’d call 911 immediately? What’s the 
price Sheri is now paying?  

● Why do you think Alex and Sheri stuck up for Tyler when Montgomery was bullying him? 
● Who of the cast of characters express guilt (either verbally or non-verbally)? For what 

are they feeling guilty? What might set them free of their guilt? 
● Is there anyone in the cast who should feel guilty about something but doesn’t? If so, 

who and why? 
● In what ways is Sheri trying to repent for the decision she made to leave the scene of her 

accident with the stop sign? 
● Hannah says on tape that she couldn’t take knowing that her life wouldn’t get any better. 

Could she really know that? Why or why not? 
● Why do you think Tony told Clay that Clay killed Hannah? Do you agree or disagree with 

Tony? Why? 
 
Quotable Quotes 
Discuss the following. What things are important about these statements? 

● Hannah on tape: “Sometimes things just happen to you. They just happen. You can’t 
help it, but it’s what you do next that counts...Not what happens, but what you decide to 
do about it.” 

● Hannah to Sheri: “When you do something wrong, you can’t just, like, ignore it.” 
● Ryan to Courtney: “Come out, come out, little girl.” 
● Sheri to Clay: “I made the biggest mistake of my life. And I’m trying to keep it from 

ruining my life. Do you get that?” 
● Alex to Clay: “I think sometimes you judge people. I mean we all do. But sometimes we 

just live to regret it.” 
● Laney to Olivia: “I think I’d only settle for the truth—whether I’d like it or not.” 
● Hannah on tape: “I know it was guilt I was feeling. And anger. I think lots of anger. Anger 

at the whole [freaking] world and the way it works. 
 
Invitation/Response/Orthopraxy (Living in the tension of what we know and what we do) 
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● Parties are a thing in high school. Most parents know that because they were a thing 
when they were in high school, too (whether they went to parties, or not, isn’t the point). 
What sort of plan do you and your parents have for getting you out of a dangerous 
situation if and when you ever find yourself in one? If you don’t have one, what could 
one look like? What could a plan B look like?  

● In your own words, describe what feeling guilty means. Is guilt good or bad or can it be 
both? What is your reasoning? 

● What is repentance? How might repenting for something help someone feel hopeful or 
set free from guilt? 

● What is important about truth?  
● Can you think of a time when telling the whole truth might be hurtful to someone? What 

are some thing you can do to decide what types of things should or shouldn’t be shared? 
● Who in your life is someone with whom you can be utterly honest? What are some of the 

traits of someone who can be trusted with your secrets? 
● In what ways have you been punished for the things you’ve done wrong? How did you 

feel after you were punished?  
 
Biblical Intersections  
Read the following Bible passages. Put into your own words what they might mean for us today. 
Discuss. 

● Philippians 4:6-8 
● Ephseians 4:15, 4:25 
● Psalm 32:3-5 

 
The More You Know (Education/Resources) 

● Guiding Your Students Through a Traumatic Event 
● PTSD and Vicarious Trauma 

 
Extra Reflection If Time Allows 
 
Benediction 
Lord, give us wisdom to think before we act, patience to listen before we speak, grace to show 
compassion before judging or condemning, and humility to understand that we aren’t perfect, 
we will make mistakes, but that our hope and faith is in you, the one who created us, the one 
who saved us, and the one who sustains us, in whose name we pray, Amen.  
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