
 

Netflix Series: 13 Reasons Why Discussion Guide 
 
EPISODE NINE: Tape Five, Side A 
 
***WARNING: Netflix begins this episode with the following: 
The following episode contains scenes that some viewers may find disturbing, and/or may not 
be suitable for younger audiences, including graphic depictions of rape and sexual assault. 
Viewer discretion is advised. If you or anyone you know need help finding support and crisis 
resources, go to 13reasonswhy.info for more information. 
 
Invocation  
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

—From The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
 
Background 
School’s out for the summer. Hannah’s talking on tape to Justin, and she says she likes the 
summer because it’s like hitting a reset button. She couldn’t wait to begin her junior year with a 
fresh start. She continued working at the Claremont over the summer, but Clay was away, and 
she still had to deal with peers who went to see movies. As her parents are arguing in the 
pharmacy, Hannah decides she needs a change. She wants to be someone new. 
 
Presently, Clay approaches Jessica out of concern, admitting to listening to the tape about 
Jessica’s party. Jess is still adamant that the stuff on the tape is BS. Clay says he doesn’t think 
it is. Clay wants to get help for Jessica. Jessica is still insisting that the night didn’t happen the 
way Hannah said it did. Jessica says she made out with Justin, that they were both pretty drunk, 
and  she passed out. Clay wants to know if that’s what Justin told her of if that’s what she 
remembers. The viewer doesn’t know what actually happened at the party yet, but it’s clear this 
episode will finally reveal what actually did happen.  
 
Clay flashes back to when he first saw Hannah with her cut hair. He and Hannah talk about 
Jessica’s party. Jeff is making him go. Hannah says that the “new her” is giving up on parties or 
slacking off. Despite her hesitation, she ends up going. However, she tries her hardest to not 
go...even soliciting the help of her parents who are too distracted talking about the shop to 
notice Hannah’s own reluctance. 
 
We see things continuing to escalate with the others on the tapes. They are feeling extremely 
threatened by Clay because he is pushing harder and harder and losing his patience with 
keeping things a secret. The others fear he will go to the police or the school and their lives 
getting messed up. Only Alex seems to be the one who doesn’t care if Clay says something and 
wants Clay to be left alone.  

http://conversationsonthefringe.com 
Written by: Melissa Rau and Chris Schaffner 

For more information, contact us at cschaffner@fringeconversations.com 

http://conversationsonthefringe.com/
http://13reasonswhy.info/


 

 
Marcus obtains a bag of drugs from Bryce and plants them in Clay’s bag, framing him and 
getting him suspended from school. Mr. Porter talks with Ryan. Ryan denies knowing the poem 
was written by Hannah. And Mr. Porter has banned Lost and Found from being distributed, 
despite the memorial issue Ryan’s been working on dedicated to Hannah. 
 
We get glimpses of Clay’s flashbacks from his time with Hannah at the party. And then the 
scene flashes back to Hannah’s perspective. Jessica passes out while hooking up with Justin in 
her bedroom. He gets up to get Jessica some water. But Bryce wants Justin to share. Justin lets 
Bryce push him around and enters Jessica’s bedroom. Justin barges back in, but Bryce pushes 
him back out and locks the door. Defeated, Justin stands outside the door, feeling sorry for 
himself. 
 
Toward the end of the episode, Jessica does, indeed, remember what happened that night. 
Justin visits Jessica, and they cling to one another. Clay makes his way over to Tony’s and 
questions what is wrong with everybody and why everyone is so eager to protect Bryce. Tony 
says he’s not protecting Bryce, but Hannah. He tells Clay to listen to the rest of the tapes and 
then vows to Clay that he’ll go along with whatever Clay wants to do.  
 
What Did You Notice? 

● What jumped out at you in this episode? 
● What did you connect with during the episode? 
● What were your initial thoughts/feelings about this episode? 

 
Did You Catch It? 

● The students passing by Hannah at the Claremont, gawking and laughing at her, were 
Courtney and another girl 

● Jessica calling another cheerleader fat since the coach decided to replace Jessica with 
the other girl 

● Jessica passing around the water bottle with vodka in it; Zach saying no, and Sheri 
looking away, but still hanging around with the kids drinking before school started 

● Alex throwing away his entire tray of food at lunch 
● When Justin threatens Alex, Alex responds with, “So, what, if I kill myself, do you die 

too?” 
 
Talking Points 

● Hannah’s favorite part of high school is summer break. What’s your favorite thing about 
school? Why? 

● Explain why you think Hannah felt like she was invisible, and discuss your thoughts on 
Hannah’s solution for not being invisible anymore. 

● Hannah says, “Because you can’t change other people but you can change yourself.” Do 
you agree or disagree. Why or why not? 
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● Mr. Porter tells Mr. Baker that many teens talk about being lost. Do you think that 
statement is true or false? Why?  

● Clay has now listened to two tapes revealing crimes. Why do you think Clay still hasn’t 
said anything to his parents or school officials? If you were Clay, what would you do with 
the information he’s listened to? Why?  

● Over the last few episodes, we’ve seen a number of things that might indicate that Alex 
is suicidal. What are some of the warning signs Alex has been displaying? 

● Marcus is valedictorian, Bryce is captain of the football team. Why are the rules different 
for them? Should they have different rules? What is your reasoning? 

● What do you think is the motivation behind the Bakers’ lawsuit? Why? 
● At the party, Clay and Hannah are talking about their parents. If you could say 

something to your parents about their relationship with one another, their spouse, or with 
you, what might it be? What do you wish your parents knew about you and your 
relationship with them? 

● Hannah on tape says, “I know what you’re thinking. Maybe if she hadn’t had too much to 
drink, none of this would’ve happened.” In what ways does society too often blame the 
victim when a crime has been committed? How is blaming the victim victimizing the 
victim even further? Or is it? What are your thoughts on that? Why do you think Hannah 
had to even say that in the first place? 

● Marcus, Justin, and Zach wanted to show Clay “who is really in control around here.” Do 
you think those guys are in control? Yes or no? Why? If not, who is? How? 

● After Clay confesses to his mom about knowing Hannah, she replies, “Even if a crime 
can’t be prosecuted, it shouldn’t stay a secret.” At that point, what do you think she was 
trying to get Clay to do? Why? 

● Even though Jessica still hasn’t fully accepted that she was raped that night, she hasn’t 
been doing a very good job of coping. What are some things Jessica could do to help 
herself? 

● Clay is trying to convince Justin to tell Jessica the truth. Why do you or why don’t you 
think knowing the truth is better than being ignorant of it? 

● What are ways that Bryce was enabled by his peers? 
● Clay thinks Justin is protecting Bryce by not saying anything, but Justin says all he cares 

about is protecting Jessica. How are his actions (or inaction), despite his good intentions, 
hurting Jessica more than protecting her?  

 
Quotable Quotes 
Discuss the following. What things are important about these statements? 

● Hannah on tape: “I needed a change. I needed to be someone new.” 
● Hannah on tape: “I was going to work harder, be smarter, and be stronger.” 
● Clay to Mrs. Bradley (but really to the class): “Because people need to take responsibility 

for their actions and face the consequences, one way or another.” 
● Hannah on tape: “Had I’d have known what was going to happen, I never would’ve 

walked through that door.” 
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● Ryan to Mr. Porter: “Just because you write something doesn’t mean you’re actually 
going to do it.” 

● Clay to his mom: “I did know Hannah Baker....she was my friend. And I miss her...I didn’t 
know how empty it would feel. There’s this big part of the world that’s just gone, and 
everyone else just keeps moving forward...I can’t save her. I can’t bring her back.” 

● Hannah on tape: “That girl had two chances that night, but we both let her down.” 
 
Invitation/Response/Orthopraxy (Living in the tension of what we know and what we do) 

● Have you ever wished you could change yourself?  What things do you have power 
over? What things do you not have power over? 

● Many people claim people who commit suicide did it for attention. Why is that line of 
thinking pointless? 

● What does it mean to enable someone’s unhealthy/wrong behavior? 
● In what ways do we minimize, blame away, or deny hurtful behaviors we commit towards 

others? 
● What is empathy, and how can we increase our empathy towards others? 
● What have you needed when you have been in difficult situations or have felt alone? 
● In what ways can we be more present with our friends?  
● Everybody messes up from time to time. In what ways can we be held accountable for 

our actions? Who might be able to partner with you to hold you accountable for your 
behavior? 

 
Biblical Intersections  
Read the following Bible passages. Put into your own words what they might mean for us today. 
Discuss. 

● 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 
● Ephesians 4:22-32 

 
The More You Know (Education/Resources) 

● Critical Signs and Risk Factors for Suicide 
● What to Do When You Think Someone is Suicidal 
● What is Rape? 

 
Extra Reflection/Response If Time Allows 

● Rewatch the scene with Clay and his mom at the police station (time marker 25:16). In 
what ways was Clay’s mom being a great parent? How do you think Clay’s confession 
was helpful to Clay? In what ways is he different after he’s confessed?  

● Read and discuss the following article from youthministry.com: 13 Reasons Why: The 
Real Lesson. Though the series is chock full of “real lessons” for viewers, the author of 
this article makes a compelling argument regarding the difference between nice and 
kind. What are some examples in your own life that reflect the truth behind the difference 
of nice and kind? What are some things you might need to adjust in your own approach 
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to life in order to be more kind than nice? How can being genuinely kind rather than just 
nice help yourself and/or others? Why? Can being nice to others save lives? Why or why 
not? Can being kind to others save lives? Why or why not? 

 
Benediction 
Gracious God, lift us up and make us strong. Be compassionate toward us when we fall short. 
Heal our woundedness and make us whole. Bind us together with your light. And give us 
strength and courage to do what’s right. Ease our fear. Cover us in your love. In Jesus’s name, 
Amen. 
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