
 

Netflix Series: 13 Reasons Why Discussion Guide 
 
EPISODE FIVE: Tape Three, Side A 
 
Invocation  
Triune God, we welcome you into this space. Thank you for loving us unconditionally. We know 
but sometimes forget, that despite our sin and failures, you have deemed us worthy. Abide in us 
now as we continue learning about ways we can better diffuse difficult situations, thereby 
honoring you, honoring ourselves,  and honoring those for whom we care. In your name we 
pray, Amen. 
 
Background 
The episode begins with a shot of the winter formal. Hannah shares her belief that “boys are 
assholes.” She continues, “Some are assholes all of the time. All are assholes some of the 
time...it’s just how boys are. Well, maybe not all boys.” We see Clay sitting on a bleacher 
opposite Hannah. They share a smile from across the room. Jeff convinces Clay to “go get her.” 
Clay and Hannah rise to greet each other in the middle of the dance floor, and Clay begins 
dancing with her like he’s Fred Astaire. The viewer might have the impression that this must be 
a dream, because Clay? When did he become so confident? But then things go wrong, and it’s 
no longer a dream, but a nightmare. Hannah backs away from Clay, and she’s bloody. Then 
Courtney comes up from behind Hannah and stabs her (in the back). Clay wakes up in a 
panicked sweat.  
 
Hannah continues by describing Courtney. Lovely on the outside, but Hannah believes she’s 
“evil” on the inside. Tyler is now the laughing stock of Liberty High, after Clay shared Tyler’s 
nude picture all over.  
 
We learn that Laney Jenson, Clay’s mom, has been assigned to handle the school’s defense 
against the Baker’s. Laney asks Mr. Boland about the climate and atmosphere of the school. 
She also inquires about Kevin Porter. ***We learned from a previous episode that Mr. Porter is 
the counselor for over 650 students. But according to the American School Counselor 
Association, the recommended ratio of guidance counselors to students is 1:250, revealing that 
Mr. Porter’s student load may have been way too high to realistically and responsibly serve all 
his students well.*** 
 
We encounter Mr. Porter meeting with Tyler who had just been “pantsed” by a number of kids. 
Mr. Porter asked Tyler what he could be doing to provoke the other students. Tyler responds, 
“That’s convenient, blame the victim.”  
 
At the winter formal, as Clay and Hannah are dancing, Courtney is groped by Montgomery who 
wants to know if she and Hannah would like a little girl/guy action. Courtney is embarrassed and 
realizes that more and more people are putting two and two together that she and Hannah are 
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the ones in Tyler’s photograph. Courtney whispers a dirty “secret,” and Montgomery approaches 
Hannah. He says he knows the picture was of her and her “girlfriend Laura.” He continues on 
that Courtney also confirmed that no only did Justin finger her but that she went down on him, 
as well.” Hannah is mortified, but confronts Courtney in person.  
 
Meanwhile, Clay is on a vengence streak. Tony calls him out on it. But Clay insists on 
approaching Courtney. He takes her to Hannah’s grave and confronts her. She ends up 
breaking down and leaving him there. Justin, Marcus, and Alex head Clay down, put him in 
Alex’s car, and put his bike in the trunk. They threaten Clay and proceed to speed down the 
road. Alex is approaching 75 mile per hour, when Clay finally tells the guys he’ll stop. But Alex 
keeps going. After hitting 90 miles per hour and even making the other guys in the car nervous, 
red and blue lights flash in the background. The cop ends up being none other than Alex’s 
father. The episode ends with Clay crying in the shower after having a conversation with his 
mother about the Hannah Baker case she accepted. 
 
What Did You Notice? 

● What jumped out at you in this episode? 
● What did you connect with during the episode? 
● What were your initial thoughts/feelings about this episode? 

 
Did You Catch It? 

● One of the girls selling winter formal tickets asking why the girl voted “best ass” wouldn’t 
have a date 

● Courtney’s fake and inauthentic exchange with the school secretary 
● Principal Boland’s mention of losing two students in the span of two months 

(foreshadowing Jeff’s death) 
● One of the girls Hannah drove passing her the flask of alcohol and Hannah declining it 
● Jeff saying, “Nah, I’m good,” when offered the spiked punch 
● Alex professing his love for Jessica at the dance 
● The romantic vibes between Ryan and Tony 

 
Talking Points 

● In your own words, describe Courtney. How are appearances deceiving? 
● To protect herself, Courtney “throws Hannah under the bus.” What does shame feel like 

to you? 
● Why do you think Courtney is afraid to admit she’s gay? 
● Why do you think Montgomery felt he could just go up to Courtney and grope her? 

What’s totally wrong with that? What are some ways Courtney and her friends could’ve 
shut Montgomery down? 

● By now, it’s clear that though Hannah had her problems, every single person in these 
tapes have their own problems, too. What were some of Courtney’s problems? 
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● Have you ever deflected or shifted blame for something you did to someone else? How 
did that make you feel? What could you have done differently? 

● Judging by the way Courtney and her dads interacted, do you think Courtney’s concerns 
are warranted? Why or why not? 

● Why do you think Clay wrote out Hannah’s name and put it on her grave? 
● In what ways has Clay been bullied throughout this and past episodes? 

 
Quotable Quotes 
Discuss the following. What things are important about these statements? 

● Hannah on tape: “Mostly, boys are assholes. But girls? Girls can be evil.” 
● Clay to Tony: “When I listen to the tapes, I wanna see her in school tomorrow. I want to 

eat Mike and Ikes out of the box with her at the Claremont. I want to dance with her 
again and kiss her when I should’ve kissed her, but I can’t. I feel like someone should 
pay for that.”  

● Hannah to Courtney: “I want to be your friend. I’m sorry you’re scared. You don’t get to 
[screw] with my life because you don’t like who you are.” 

● Hannah to Jess: “The sharks were in the water, Jess. I pulled you into the boat; that’s 
what friends do.” 

● Hannah on tape: “Friends look out for each other, Courtney.” 
● Courtney to Clay: “It’s not my fault. Clay, I know she was special to you, but this was 

Hannah’s choice. It isn’t on anyone but her.” 
 
Invitation/Response/Orthopraxy (Living in the tension of what we know and what we do) 

● When have you felt afraid to do the right thing? What do you wish you did or could’ve 
done differently? 

● Why do we sometimes feel the need to be what others want us to be instead of being 
true to who we are?  

● It’s easy to view Hannah as the victim and everyone else as the aggressor. In what ways 
are Courtney and everyone else also wounded and broken? Are they any less loved or 
valued by God? 

● In what ways do we sometimes shirk responsibility for our own actions? 
● In what ways have we “rationalized” our hurtful behaviors towards ourselves and others? 
● In what ways do we “other” people (make them different than us)? Why do we do this? 

 
Biblical Intersections  
Read the following Bible passages. Put into your own words what they might mean for us today. 
Discuss. 

● Romans 8:39 
● John 16:33 
● Isaiah 43:25 
● Zephaniah 3:17 
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The More You Know (Education/Resources) 
● http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/shows/america-tonight/articles/2014/11/14/by-the-nu

mbers-sexualviolenceinhighschool.html 
● Moral Disengagement: Changing the way we think of others in order to harm them 

 
Extra Reflection If Time Allows 
Look up the lyrics to Hannah and Clay’s song: The Night We Met by Lord Huron. Discuss. In 
what ways have you ever felt the desire to redo something and go back to the beginning? What 
opportunities do you have now in addressing some of those desires? 
 
Benediction 
Gracious God, life isn’t easy. Navigating how to live in an imperfect world can be tedious. And 
though we long for a perfect world, we know that pain and suffering is a fact of life. Help us 
reconcile this broken world with your loving truth. We thank you for paying the price for us so 
that through you, we may eventually come to know real peace. In Jesus’s name we pray, Amen. 
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